WITH the increase in average longevity, the problem of the aged sick is being posed more and more strongly. In Northern Ireland, though there was a realisation that such a problem existed, there were few facts upon which to base any sound conclusions. The authors of this report have carried out such a fact-finding investigation, and responsible bodies have here the necessary information to guide their deliberations and conclusions. Having given the historical background, the authors carried out a survey of old people in hospital. Hence the report is of value to Welfare Committees -as well as to Hospital Boards. The problem is seen to involve a large number of people. Over 12,000 old people lead a precarious existence; almost 6,000 require some form of home help; 1,625 old people were in General hospitals;. 1,716 in Mental hospitals requiring trained supervision rather than mental hospital care. Various suggestions are made to solve these difficulties-the development of a regional geriatric service, the provision of long-stay annexes at general and psychiatric hospitals, the encouragement of a home-care service, etc. Unfortunately, most of the remedies require extensive building programmes, but much could be done by Welfare Committees to ensure the success of a home-care service.
A great part of the permanent value of the report is to be found in the factual appendices. These tables represent a sound contribution to our knowledge of old age in Northern Ireland.
The authors are to be congratulated on their approach to this subject, and on their enthusiasm. One can only hope that this publication will result in early practical steps to solve the problems they have set before the community. BIOLOGY is being taught to an increasing number of students as a subject for school and occupational examinations. The author states that this book is offered to such students. It is also offered to teachers, who must teach some biology, either as a subject in itself or as part of a course in nature study, gardening or rural science, and who are commonly not themselves graduates in biology. When the author is not introducing his readers to a multitude of new terms he writes agreeably, but it is evident that the students for whom he writes must pass examinations and that examiners may expect technical details and names. This book is useful, but there is a great danger that, used alone and without access to specimens and under the guidance of teachers who have not themselves been trained in biology, it, and others like it, may blunt the student's appreciation of the very things which confer on the study of biology its unique educational benefit as a mental discipline.
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